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October 23, 2013 

 

Testimony on Common Core State Standards 
 

To: The Senate and Assembly Select Committees for Review of the Common Core Standards Initiative 

 

Dear members of the Common Core Review Committee.  Thank you for this opportunity to share our 

thoughts and experiences and hopes for the Common Core State Standards.  My name is Keith Hilts, 

Superintendent for the School District of Ashland, located on the southern shore of  Lake Superior.  I speak 

on behalf of  the members of our school district including our school board, faculty, administration and 

community members who are fully supportive of the Common Core State Standards.  We have been 

engaged in the professional work of developing curriculum, assessments and materials in support of these 

standards for over three years.  Thousands of hours and dollars have been invested in good faith efforts to 

embrace the higher expectations of the CCSS.  We have aligned our local district assessments to the CCSS.  

Much of our professional development time and budget have been invested in support of the CCSS.   

 

Why have we focused so much effort on preparing for the CCSS?  

 First, we understood it would be a requirement of our districts to implement the CCSS.  We understood 

that the CCSS had been recommended by the Department of Public Instruction and approved by the 

Legislature and Governor.   

 Second, we welcomed the specificity, increased rigor and expectations for higher order thinking embodied 

within the CCSS.  We are always engaged in continuous improvement, but the CCSS sparked a renewed 

focus on instructional strategies to meet diverse student needs.  The inclusion and emphasis on  content-

area literacy is particularly welcome.   

 Third, we understood that the CCSS had widespread support of many respected groups including the  

Council of Chief School State Officers, the National Governors Association and the Thomas B. Fordham 

Institute among others.  In fact, upon reviewing the CCSS and all other state standards, the Fordham 

Institute graded the CCSS at a level of B+, which was much more favorable than the previous Wisconsin 

standards, which received a grade of D.  Further, the Fordham Institute complimented the state of 

Wisconsin for adopting the CCSS in June 2010.  (The State of State Standards—and the Common Core—

in 2010, July, 2010.  Carmichael, Wilson, Porter-Magee & Martino)  The institute further noted that the 

Common Core standards for ELA and Math are clearer and more rigorous than those in use in most states. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

The Common Core standards are not perfect, no standards are.  However, they give needed specificity in 

expectations for all students at all grade levels.  They are not a ceiling, and so do not limit the potential for 

any student.  Based on the solid research base, the support of respected groups and the significant investment 

of resources by school districts across the state, I ask that the committee recommend the continued 

implementation of the CCSS. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Keith Hilts, Ph.D. 

Superintendent,  

School District of Ashland 

 

 

 


